Friends of the Spit

P.O. Box 51518

2060 Queen Street East
Toronto, Ontario

MJ4E 3V7

AS AN EDITORIAL ... [

In 1987, the Metro Loronto and Kegion

Plan “C” for Tormmy Thompson Park(e.g. the |
SP”- ), over the Oé'ema' s ‘fﬂgﬂm'di Qf“-*"- :

This plan would have established an :

additional 7 or 8 sailing clubs out on the
Spit, located a huge interpretive centre with
100 parking spaces mid-way onto the Spit
and lakefilled another 30 acres to areate more
land for sailing clubs. The cost of the plan
was pegged at $4.85 million (1987 dollars).

In 1989, the MTRCAfiled an Environ-
mental Assessment document for Plan “C”
with the Province.

Friendsofthe Spit’s representationsand

lobbying and those of our allied groups (1992) votal lease, on the Spit.

continued atall levels ; at the Ministry of the

Environment, at the Royal Commission on

the Future of the Toronto Waterfront |

(Crombie Commission), at "H'oronto City
Council, at Metro and within the
community. No opportunity was missed,
no energy spared, to carry our message that
Plan “C" was flawed, an out-right cop-out,
and a misuse of taxpayers’ money.

"There were some dark days but you, the
metnbership, hung tough. Wewere rewarded
in November 1991, when the Minisary of
the Environment advised the MTRCA that
its 1989 subrmission was being returned!

'T'he MTRCA then produced a Revised
Master Plan, which, 'loandbeheld, scemsto
understand — with one notable exception
— that the Spit is indeed a car-free public

urban wilderness that should be allowed to |

grow and vegetate as nature would have it.

The Revised Master Plan was issued in
=atly 1992, culminating in the publicmeeting
at Hare House in May of thart vear.

s meetingsaw many of our members |

in attendance and again demonstrated so
ably that the sailors were one small self-centered

club, interested only in furthering their own
well-being, while the broader community in

general supported a concept of a place that
would be car-free forever and protected as a
nature yeserve and informal park, for the
present and future generations to enjoy.
And now is the time...

...for all good Friends to come to the aid of
the Spit Plan. We urge you to write to the
Ministry of the Environment. And we know
youwill. Through thick and thin, Friendsof
the Spit have atways risen magni-ficentdy o
the occasion.

Please read the article opposite, which
briefly summarizes the Revised Plan and

may help you write your letter.
L E R N B KN N N

COMMENTS SOLICITED ON SPIT

REVISED MASTER PLAN
. VS A
endored i wih e e of wisiing At e S Gt

We have made representations, and will
continue to make representations, thatin terms
of long range planning it is a folly to leave the
Aquatic Park Sailing Club on the Spit a
generation from now, people willlook and say
why on earth did they leave this one club, of
100 members, currently paying $5,200 a year

We maintain that between the North shore
and the Quter Harbour Marina there is ample
space on the waterfront to accommodate this
sailing club. The club was only ever granted a
year-to-year lease, and its continued presence
in Embayment C is ar odds with Tommy
Thompson Park — the Leslie Streer Spit -
being a public urban wilderness.

Your comments are required by the
Environmental Assessment Branch of the
Ministry of the Environment. PLEASE WRITE.

Tell them once again, loudly and clearly,
how youlove the public urban wilderness at the
Spit and how it should never
be compromised for the sake
of a fewautomobiles or a few
sailors.

Tell them also that the
Revised Planisa tremendous
achievement and simply ask
them to go that one last final

REVISED MASTER PLAN

ERE A B T

THE GOOD & VERY GOOD ...

* Locates the Visitors’ Centre
at the park entrance, at the base!
of the Spit, rather than half-way |
througlg.
* Recognizesthecommitment’
by the City of Toronto to keep
sailing clubs on the North Shore
at the THC Waterfront Park. .
* Stops private vehicles at the

e
» Eliminates the lakefilling that
would havecreated land along the
aty side of the Spit 1o accom-
maodate several sailing dubs.

* Reduces capital costs by $2.5
millions (in 1987 dollars).

THE NOT SO GOOD ...

+ Proposes a 1,000 square feer
fully serviced “environmental
educationshelter” half-way down
the Spit complete with
schoolbus parking.

... AND THE UGLY

* Retains Aquatic Park Sailing
Club with 100 swing moorings
at Embayment C, on a 2-acre
landbase, with parking lot and
vehicle access (by a service road
for emergency, maintenance,
school buses and “potentially a

park transportation service”).

step further, so that for all time, all citizens of this province can look to the pic-
neering efforts of the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation Authority in
creating the first public urban wilderness on Lake Ontario.

Tell them that the more than 4.3 mitlion truckloads of fill which created the Spit
have nor gone to waste but now can return to Toronto some of the historic beauty
of the marsh and wilderness at the Lake, and can return it to the public now.

WHERE TO WRITE YOUR COMMENTS

1

I Your comments should be submitted in writing to the Ministry of thel

| Environment, by _]une 25, at the
| following address:
1 MTRCA
EA DOCUMENT (Tommy
i Thompson Park)
Ministry of the Environment
I 250 Davisville Avenue, 5th Floor
| Toronto, Ontario M4S 1H2
Tel: 440-3450
I_Fax: 440-3771

Park

% l[h d g;[gg [o:

MTRCA
EA DOCUMENT (Tommy Thompson

|
|
Metrepelitan Taronto and Region I
Conservation Authority |
® 5 Shoreham Drive I
* Downsview, Ontario M3N 154
® Acc: Larry Ficld i
« Manager, Warerfront Planning |
e Tel: 661-6600 Ext 243

Fax: 661-6898_|
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A red checkmark on your label incicates that your renewal for
1993 has been received. Thank you. If you have not renewed vet,
and we hope you do, mail this slip with your cheque to:
Friends of the Spit
P.O. Box 51518

2060 Queen St. East
Toronto, Ont. MAE 3V7

Membership: $5.00 (individual) $8.00 (family)
Additional donations welcome.
F] if your label needs correcting, please check here

and write the changes on the reverse of this slip.
Please advise us if you change your address
NAME

PHONE NOS _
FRIENDS OF THE SPIT DOES NOT EXCHANGF ITS MAILING LIST WiTH ANVONE

PLLANT COMMUNITIES OF

THE LESLIE STREET SPIT ORDER FORM

Price: $5.00 per copy + $1.00 postage & handling

MAIL TO: Friends of the Spit
P.O. Box 51518
2060 Queen St. East
Toronto, Ont. MAE 3V7
Quantity Amount enclosed ——

Phone number (in case of problem with your order)

Please print clearly, this is your shipping label.

Name

Address

City/Province
Postal Code .. .

"TIP OF THE HAT TO... )
s

Environment Canadascientists Hans Blo
and Gaston Tessier, who spent the whole
Sunday, June 6 explaining the lifc of colonial birds to
delighted and numerous Spit visitors (the weather was
nothing short of superb, the baby Terns had hatched and

the Cormortants were in a sociable mood!)

Upper Canada Brewery, for turning the grounds around
its plant in west-end Toronto inte a mini “public |} i
wilderness”.

And to all the Friends of the Spit, for their staunch,
unremitring support through the ycars. A special saluteto
those members who joined in 1978, when Friends of the
Spit was founded, and have kept the faith. y)
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A.P.5.C. MODRAING 100 BOATS

There 1s still time to get
your plant guide for
suaumner en]oynleﬂt

This booklet. illustrated wich
5 pages of colour photographs and a
location map, describes the varied
%(lﬁlnt communities on the Spit.

cther you are a beginner or a
mor¢ experienced plant s ]
will find'this publication Eclpful and - /
:r_[cru_:.{m[li ';"{

Usc the handy form above to {
order your copy. 4
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RE MARTIN CDODMAN TRAIL ;
the metropolitan toronto and r

METRO WATERFAQKT TRAIL
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